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THE ABLE ARCHERSTHE ABLE ARCHERS
BRIAN J. MORRABRIAN J. MORRA

DESCRIPTIONDESCRIPTION

In 1983, the world stands at the brink of nuclear annihilation, and only a few people are aware of 
it. A riveting story of how two men’s lives intersect in the midst of an existential crisis, The Able 
Archers is told through the eyes of two key participants: a young American intelligence officer, 
Captain Kevin Cattani; and his more experienced Soviet counterpart, Colonel Ivan Levchenko. 
The story plays out from the skies over Siberia to the gritty, dangerous streets of East Berlin. The 
radically different worldviews of Cattani and Levchenko punctuate the deep divisions of the Cold 
War. The evolving relationship between the two men also highlights the humanity common to both 
sides. Only by working together will Cattani and Levchenko find a way to prevent a global nuclear 
war between the United States and the Soviet Union.

AUDIENCEAUDIENCE

•  Military-thriller readers
• Historical fiction lovers
• Political-thriller readers
•  Military and intelligence professionals
• Foreign policy enthusiats
• Those interested in the history of the Cold War

KEY SELLING POINTSKEY SELLING POINTS

• This is the first full-length novel about the great nuclear war crisis of 1983, and it includes many 
    facts that have never been fully revealed before.

• The Able Archers and all books in the forthcoming Able Archers series have undergone rigorous 
     security review by the Pentagon and the Intelligence Community – earning praise from government 
    reviewers for its ‘verisimilitude’.

• The author is a former intelligence officer who was a key player in many of The Able Archers
    crucial events.

• The military-thriller market is large and hungry for new content.

AUTHOR BIOAUTHOR BIO

Brian J. Morra is a former U.S. intelligence officer and a retired senior 
aerospace executive.  He helped lead the American intelligence team in 
Japan that uncovered the true story behind the Soviet Union’s shootdown 
of Korean Airlines flight 007 in September 1983.  He also served on the Air 
Staff at the Pentagon while on active duty.  As an aerospace executive he 
worked on many important national security programs. Mr. Morra earned 
a BA from William and Mary, an MPA from the University of Oklahoma, an 
MA in National Security Studies from Georgetown University, and completed 
the Advanced Management Program at Harvard Business School.Photo by Mellissa Mallett



 PRAISE FOR THE ABLE ARCHERS PRAISE FOR THE ABLE ARCHERS

“Occas iona l l y,  a  work  o f  f i c t ion  i s  best  su i ted  to  b r ing  l i t t le -known but  dangerous “Occas iona l l y,  a  work  o f  f i c t ion  i s  best  su i ted  to  b r ing  l i t t le -known but  dangerous 
h is to r i ca l  events  to  l i fe .   In  the  fa l l  o f  1983 ,  Sov ie t  leaders  apparent ly  became deep ly h is to r i ca l  events  to  l i fe .   In  the  fa l l  o f  1983 ,  Sov ie t  leaders  apparent ly  became deep ly 
wor r ied  that  the  U .S .  was  p repar ing  to  launch  a  surpr ise  nuc lear  a t tack  on  the  USSR wor r ied  that  the  U .S .  was  p repar ing  to  launch  a  surpr ise  nuc lear  a t tack  on  the  USSR 
under  the  cover  o f  a  NATO exerc ise  t i t led  “Able  Archer.”   B r ian  Mor ra ’s  nove l  “under  the  cover  o f  a  NATO exerc ise  t i t led  “Able  Archer.”   B r ian  Mor ra ’s  nove l  “The The 
Ab le  ArchersAble  Archers”  bu i lds  a  tens ion-packed  s to ry  a round  those  events  and  pa in ts  a  cast  o f ”  bu i lds  a  tens ion-packed  s to ry  a round  those  events  and  pa in ts  a  cast  o f 
hero ic  f igures  on  both  s ides  who prevent  a  g loba l  ca tast rophe .  Whi le  a  g r ipp ing  work hero ic  f igures  on  both  s ides  who prevent  a  g loba l  ca tast rophe .  Whi le  a  g r ipp ing  work 
o f  f i c t ion ,  “o f  f i c t ion ,  “The  Ab le  ArchersThe  Ab le  Archers”  i s  a  power fu l  reminder  o f  the  va lue  o f  human judgment ”  i s  a  power fu l  reminder  o f  the  va lue  o f  human judgment 

— and  the  cont inu ing  per i l  posed  by  nuc lear-a rmed powers .”— and  the  cont inu ing  per i l  posed  by  nuc lear-a rmed powers .”

-Rober t  M.  Gates  (C IA  Deputy  D i rec to r  fo r  In te l l igence  1982-1986 ,  D i rec to r  o f  Cent ra l -Rober t  M.  Gates  (C IA  Deputy  D i rec to r  fo r  In te l l igence  1982-1986 ,  D i rec to r  o f  Cent ra l 
In te l l igence  1991-1993 ,  and  Secretary  o f  Defense  2006-2011 )In te l l igence  1991-1993 ,  and  Secretary  o f  Defense  2006-2011 )

“Br ian  Mor ra ’s  h is to r i ca l  th r i l le r  i s  a  fas t -paced  r ide  th rough  one  o f  the  wors t  c r i s i s “Br ian  Mor ra ’s  h is to r i ca l  th r i l le r  i s  a  fas t -paced  r ide  th rough  one  o f  the  wors t  c r i s i s 
per iods  o f  the  Co ld  War.  Rep le te  wi th  co lo r fu l  Amer ican  and  Russ ian  characters ,  per iods  o f  the  Co ld  War.  Rep le te  wi th  co lo r fu l  Amer ican  and  Russ ian  characters ,  The The 
Ab le  ArchersAble  Archers  i s  a  te r r i f y ing  yet  fac tua l  s to ry  o f  how a  few peop le  p revented  a  g loba l  i s  a  te r r i f y ing  yet  fac tua l  s to ry  o f  how a  few peop le  p revented  a  g loba l 
nuc lear  war.  I t ’s  f r ighten ing ly  re levant  to  today ’s  f raught  geo-po l i t i ca l  scene  -  one  o f nuc lear  war.  I t ’s  f r ighten ing ly  re levant  to  today ’s  f raught  geo-po l i t i ca l  scene  -  one  o f 

the  must  read  nove ls  o f  2022!the  must  read  nove ls  o f  2022!

-  Jack  Car r,  fo rmer  Navy  SEAL  Sn iper  and  #1  New York  T imes  bestse l l ing  author  o f  “-  Jack  Car r,  fo rmer  Navy  SEAL  Sn iper  and  #1  New York  T imes  bestse l l ing  author  o f  “ In In 
The  B loodThe  B lood” .” .

  
“A  seamless  b lend  o f  ca re fu l l y  researched  h is to ry  and  a  fasc inat ing  cast  o f  both  rea l “A  seamless  b lend  o f  ca re fu l l y  researched  h is to ry  and  a  fasc inat ing  cast  o f  both  rea l 
and  f i c t iona l  characters  c reate  a  v iv id  por t ra i t  o f  the  most  dangerous  days  in  the  Co ld and  f i c t iona l  characters  c reate  a  v iv id  por t ra i t  o f  the  most  dangerous  days  in  the  Co ld 
War  and  indeed  in  human h is to ry!   In  the  fa l l  o f  1983 ,  the  wor ld  a lmost  s tumbled  in to War  and  indeed  in  human h is to ry!   In  the  fa l l  o f  1983 ,  the  wor ld  a lmost  s tumbled  in to 
a rmageddon ,  and  the  lessons  reverberate  in to  the  p resent  tens ions  between the  US, a rmageddon ,  and  the  lessons  reverberate  in to  the  p resent  tens ions  between the  US, 

Ch ina ,  and  Russ ia .  A  b r i l l iant  th r i l le r  fu l l  o f  p rac t i ca l  lessons  fo r  po l i cy -makers!”Ch ina ,  and  Russ ia .  A  b r i l l iant  th r i l le r  fu l l  o f  p rac t i ca l  lessons  fo r  po l i cy -makers!”
  

-Admi ra l  James  Stavr id is ,  16th  Supreme Al l ied  Commander  a t  NATO and  12th  Dean  o f -Admi ra l  James  Stavr id is ,  16th  Supreme Al l ied  Commander  a t  NATO and  12th  Dean  o f 
The  F le tcher  Schoo l  o f  Law and  D ip lomacy  a t  Tuf ts  Un ivers i ty  and  co-author  o f  the  New The  F le tcher  Schoo l  o f  Law and  D ip lomacy  a t  Tuf ts  Un ivers i ty  and  co-author  o f  the  New 

York  T imes  bestse l le r  2034York  T imes  bestse l le r  2034
  

“… any  cur r i cu lum fo r  c r i s i s  management  p lann ing  would  be  wise  to  inc lude  Br ian “… any  cur r i cu lum fo r  c r i s i s  management  p lann ing  would  be  wise  to  inc lude  Br ian 
Mor ra ’s  ins ight fu l  nove l  which  looks  a t  the  c r i s i s  that  b rought  us  c lose  to  war  in  1983 .” Mor ra ’s  ins ight fu l  nove l  which  looks  a t  the  c r i s i s  that  b rought  us  c lose  to  war  in  1983 .” 

  
-Dr.  Robb in  F.  La i rd ,  ed i to r  o f  Defense . in fo .com and  SLDinfo .com-Dr.  Robb in  F.  La i rd ,  ed i to r  o f  Defense . in fo .com and  SLDinfo .com

  
““The  Ab le  ArchersThe  Ab le  Archers  i s  not  on ly  except iona l l y  enter ta in ing  and  engross ing  but  i t  i s  a  i s  not  on ly  except iona l l y  enter ta in ing  and  engross ing  but  i t  i s  a 
p r imer  and  a  must  read  fo r  the  average  person  to  unders tand  what  rea l l y  happens  a t  the p r imer  and  a  must  read  fo r  the  average  person  to  unders tand  what  rea l l y  happens  a t  the 
nexus  o f  the  mi l i ta ry,  po l i t i cs ,  d ip lomacy,  and  human drama in  complex  and  somet imes nexus  o f  the  mi l i ta ry,  po l i t i cs ,  d ip lomacy,  and  human drama in  complex  and  somet imes 

f r ighten ing  ways .”f r ighten ing  ways .”
  

-Jeff rey  “Skunk”  Baxter  Grammy-winn ing  gu i ta r i s t  and  doub le  inductee  (S tee ly  Dan -Jeff rey  “Skunk”  Baxter  Grammy-winn ing  gu i ta r i s t  and  doub le  inductee  (S tee ly  Dan 
and  the  Doob ie  Brothers )  to  the  Rock ’n  Ro l l  Ha l l  o f  Fame and  lead ing  consu l tant  to  the and  the  Doob ie  Brothers )  to  the  Rock ’n  Ro l l  Ha l l  o f  Fame and  lead ing  consu l tant  to  the 

Defense  Depar tment  and  the  In te l l igence  Communi ty.Defense  Depar tment  and  the  In te l l igence  Communi ty.


